
Some General Blogging Guidelines 

1. Always remember that blogs are public unless you specifically make them private.  

Never post anything on your blog that you wouldn’t want your grandmother, your 

children, your boss, your potential boss, your neighbor and EVERYONE with an 

Internet connection to see. 

 

2. Protect your privacy.  Do not post any information on your blog that you wouldn’t want 

everyone in the world to know.  Ask yourself if someone could find you in real life with 

the information on your blog.   

 

3. Protect the privacies of others as well.  If you refer to other people in your blog posts, 

follow the same rules that you use to protect your own identity.  If you write about an 

institution you are affiliated with, make sure not to reveal any information not 

generally available.  Find out about your employer’s blogging policy before writing 

anything about your job. 

 

4. Your blog is an extension of your class, and therefore a part of Yavapai College.  All of 

the elements of the YC student code of conduct apply to your blog as well.  Any post 

considered by the instructor or college administration to be in violation of that code 

of conduct must be removed.  Refusal to remove a post when requested will result in 

the blog being unlinked from the class blog, and no credit will be earned on the 

assignments posted to that blog.  This applies to all blog posts uploaded to your blog, 

not just the graded blog assignments. 

 

5. You may allow comments on your blog posts if you like, or you may disable that 

function on your blog.  That is your choice, and you may choose to change your 

comment option at any time.  Be aware, if you do allow comments, that your blog is 

available to anyone with an Internet connection, and that neither Yavapai College nor 

the instructor have any way to control or limit comments from those outside the 

class. 

 

6. If you use materials or ideas from another source, be sure to link to that source and 

credit the author(s).  Copying work from another source without attribution will be 

considered plagiarism, a violation of the student code of conduct. 

 

7. On the flip side, don’t repeat rumors or gossip.  If you can’t verify your claim, don’t 

post it. 

 

8. Consider your words and ideas before posting them.  Online communication 

eliminates body language and tone of voice, which contribute a lot to our 



understanding of language, so you must be extra careful to express yourself clearly 

and directly.  This means using accurate spelling and grammatical English because, 

believe it or not, following those rules of writing actually DO contribute to 

understanding.  Ask yourself, will my audience really understand what I’m trying to 

say? 

 

9. Be respectful of your readers.  Don’t use insulting or inflammatory language.  Since 

your blog is part of a college class, you should be demonstrating your ability to 

express yourself in a reasoned, logical and convincing manner.  Insults and 

belligerence interfere with reason.  You can be held legally liable for what you write. 

 

10. If someone does misunderstand your point, do not take offense.  One unfortunate 

result of the elimination of non-verbal cues in online writing is that 

misunderstandings easily flare up into arguments.  Use your blog to explain your 

ideas as clearly as you can and recognize that not everyone will agree.  Resolution is 

not always possible when values or worldviews differ. 

 

11. Make sure that your own comments on others’ blogs are constructive, not 

destructive. Ask yourself, “What do I hope the writer learns from my comments?”  

Comments should be directly related to the topic of the original post and should aim 

to further a positive conversation about that topic. 

 

12. Feel free to post to your blogs above and beyond any required writing assignments 

for the class.  Only the required posts will be graded, and any other posts will not 

affect your class grade.  However, the best way to become a better writer is to write, 

so making it a habit of writing even a little bit on a regular basis will help you improve 

your communication and thinking skills. 

 

13. Finally, have fun!  Use the personalization options on Blogger.com or any other blog 

hosting site you use to make your blog your own.  Use your own voice (rather than a 

formal academic tone) to express yourself and write about what you really care 

about.  Add images, audio and/or video that relates to your topic.  Feel free to share 

your blog URL with friends and family, so they can get a peek at your life and work as 

a college student.   

 

 


